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PASTOR MARYõS PONDERINGS 

 

 We begin the month of April with Easter!  What an exciting 

way to usher in springtime AND give new life to our faith!  April 

showers nourish the earth just as new awareness of Godõs ever-

present love rains down on us, day after day, nourishing us when we 

take the time to notice.  Flowers appear on the earth, just like beau-

tiful things emerge when we love our neighbor as God intends.  All 

of these gifts of God are present to us every day, but somehow, in 

springtime, reflected in the light of our Easter celebration of Christõs 

resurrection, they seem new and fresh.  It is a good time for soul -

growth  

My New Zealand Prayer Book  expresses it this 

wayé 

 Christ, you are risen from the dead.  
 We are risen with you.  
 May our life never deny  
 this eternal life,  
 this peace and hope and joy.  
 Praise and glory to the God of life  
 who is stronger than all kinds of death.  Alleluia.  
 
 Christ, you are risen with the sun;  
 You are light in our darkness,  
ô warmth in our cold.  
 You are peace and hope and joy,  
 for you went willingly to death.  
 You turned defeat and failure to victory for all.  
 You live eternally, and with you live the millions,  
 Living and dead, who trust in you.  
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 May we who in baptism die to sin,  
 rise again to new life  
 and find our true place in your living body.  
 May the new covenant sealed in your blood  
 through us bring healing and reconciliation  
 to this wounded world.  
 Alleluia.  You are risen.  We are risen with you.  
 Praise and glory to the living God.  
  
 Father,  
 We have seen with our eyes  
 and touched with our hands  
 the bread of life.  
 Strengthen our faith  
 that we may grow in love for you and for each other,  
 through Jesus Christ the risen Lord.  
 
  

 Amen to that!   May your April be filled with new life 

and resurrection surprises!  

   Pastor Mary  
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Thank You  

From Church World Service 

òI want to thank you for your generous contributionñespecially appreci-

ated in this challenging economy.  Thanks to caring donors like you, 

Church World Service can provide food, water and other necessities to 

families displaced by war or natural disasters, as we are doing in Haiti 

now.  And with your help, we can also assist impoverished communities as 

they work to improve their farming techniques, develop reliable water 

sources, and build a more sustainable future.  While these are sobering 

days, I remain hopeful because of the creative, resilient women, men, and 

children we assist around the world, and because of caring people like you, 

who empower us to act on your behalf in our wounded world.  May God 

bless you for your compassionate support.ó 

Thanks to your donations, our church sent $2,185 for  

Haiti Relief and $490 for blankets.   

Thank You  

   Thank you to all who participated in the Annual Church 

Workday.  A lot was accomplished on the church building and 

grounds and at the parsonage.  A special thank you to Jimmy 

Layman for the additional shrubs, trees, and landscaping 

around the church and to Robbie Wright for the mulch. 

Jack and Shirley Roden wish to express their sincere and heart-
felt thanks for all the prayers, concern, cards, acts of kind-
ness and telephone calls during Jack's illness and surgery. 
Truly God has blessed us with your friendship and love.   Al-
though Jack still has a long road to travel to be back to nor-
mal, we can see small  improvements as each day passes.   May  
God bless you all.   In Christ's love, The Rodens   
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APRIL SCRIPTURES  

AND SERMONS  

April 4 ð Easter Sunday 

 John 20:1-18; I Corinthians 15:12-22 

 òAha! Momentsó 

April 11 ñClyde and Karen Carter Preaching  

April 18 ñPsalm 30;  John 21:1-19 

 òBreakfast on the Beachó 

April 25 ñDavid Shumate Preaching 

Senior Party in April  

   Our next Senior Party will be on 

Wednesday, April 21st from 1 -3pm in 

the Fellowship Hall.  The theme of 

this event will be òWhat Shall We Do With Our 

Stuff?ó 

   Please join us on that day and bring an item 

that is òpreciousó to you to show and tell.  It 

does not have to be something big or elaborateñ

merely something that means a lot to you. 

   Refreshments will be served and a fun time is 

guaranteed! 
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    Gift of the Heart Kit  

       Hygiene Kits  

 
 ñBear one anotherôs burdens, and in this 
way, you will fulfill the law of Christ.ò  

     - Galatians 6:2 
 
  Brethren help bear the burdens of disaster victims in a variety 
of ways, including assembling ñgift of the heart kitsò.  The 
Church of the Brethren partners with Church World Service to 
collect school kits, baby kits, hygiene kits, and emergency 
clean-up buckets.  These kits are sent to Brethren Service 
Center where they are stored.  Church World Service distrib-
utes the kits as needed.   As disasters occur, the demand for 
kits increase.  With the disasters in Haiti and Chile, the need is 
great right now.   
  The Witness Commission is soliciting your help in providing 
for this need.  For 3 Sundays in April, we will be collecting 
items or money for Hygiene Kits to send to New Windsor.  For 
each kit, we will also need to provide $2 for shipping.  For 
each Sunday, please provide as follows (or you may make a 
donation and items will be purchased). 
 
¶ April 11ð One hand towel measuring approx. 16ò x 28ò 
                     One washcloth 
 
¶ April 18ðOne wide-tooth comb 
                     One nail clipper (no metal files or emery boards) 
 
¶ April 25ðOne bar of soap (bath size, in wrapper) 
                     One toothbrush (in original packaging) 
                     Six Band-Aids 
 
Kits will be assembled and mailed by May 1st.  Weôll let you 
know how well we do!! 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU  

Monthly Feature Column by Gerry Minter 

Ruby Reed Lee 
   Ruby was born on April 26, 1933 in 

Bonsack, Va. Her parents, who had met 

each other at Daleville CoB, were Law-

rence and Elsie Davis Reed.  Ruby had 6 

sisters and 1 brother.  

   She attended first and second grades at 

Asbury Elementary School and spent grades 3 through 7 at Catawba 

Elementary.  She then went on to Andrew Lewis for grades 8, 9 and 10. 

She started Fincastle High School in the 12th grade, having skipped 

grade 11. Graduating from Fincastle High in 1950, she was asked to 

return to the school as school secretary, which she did for one year.  

(During her senior year she had worked in the office and they liked her 

work so much they asked her to continue after graduation.) Later 

she worked in the office at Johnson-Carper Furniture Company for a 

year. 

   On February 13, 1954 she and Cyrus Eugene Lee were married. Ruby 

stopped working outside the home and they started their family. They 

have four daughtersðShelby is 55, Sharon is 53, Susan is 51 and Shirlô 

is 49.  There are three grandchildrenðMichele, Scott and Ashley and 

five great-grandchildrenðHunter, Caleb, McKenna, Tyler and Morgan.  

   Ruby worked for Dr. Palmer from 1963-1968. She was at Lewis-Gale 

from 1968-1992. The last seven years of that time was spent as Assis-

tant Marketing Director.  

   Ruby had aortic valve replacement surgery in 1996. Feeling that  go-

ing back to work  would help her, she applied for a job at Physicians 

Associates which was supposed to last eight weeks.  This turned into 

six and a half years, so in 2002 she retired for a second time.  
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    In the Virlina District,  Ruby has been active for a number of 

years. In addition to working part-time at the District Office, she 

has served on the district level on several committees. She has en-

joyed this and has a broad range of friends due to this experience.  

   This article would not be complete without mentioning the many 

trips (16) that Ruby and Gene have gone on in disaster relief. Ruby 

served as secretary to the Disaster Relief Committee. ( Deb Law-

rence is serving in this capacity at this time.) This ministry to serve 

others has been a big part of their lives. In talking with them both, it 

is obvious that it has meant a lot to them. Ruby says she is READY 

TO GO AGAIN !  

   For fifteen or so years (and counting) she and Gene have volun-

teered their time at the VA. They have shared their time and deli-

cious food with the veterans who reside there. 

   Ruby is famous for her cakes and she is always willing to step up 

when there is a need anywhere. The bake sales at Daleville have 

been enhanced by her gift of baking.  

   She is a busy person but she does like to read for relaxation. As a 

great cook, she is interested in new recipes, which she clips and 

saves. Being the only cook on a disaster relief trip made her realize 

that she really can do the job when the time comes. She has made 

meals to take to shut-ins more times than most people know. Large 

meals seem to be easy for her to plan and do. 

  Ruby says that she loves the Lord and gets joy from serving oth-

ers. She started out as a Methodist but has spent a good part of her 

years as Brethren, at PleasantDale and Daleville CoB.  

  We are happy they are here and hope we have many more years to 

worship together. 

  Bless you, Ruby. 
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MOHANDAS GHANDI  
 

ñIn this age of wonders no one will say that a 

thing or an idea is worthless because it is new. 

To say it is impossible because it is difficult, is 

again not in consonance with the spirit of the 

age. Things undreamt of are daily being 

seen,  the impossible is ever becoming possi-

ble. We are constantly being astonished these 

days at the amazing discoveries in the field of 

violence. But I maintain that far more undreamt 

of and seemingly impossible discoveries will 

be made in the field of nonviolence.ò 

Mohandas Ghandi (1869-1948) 

 

Mahatma Gandhi  
 

Spiritual/Political Leader and Humanitarian (Mohandas Karam-
chand) Gandhi  was born on October 2, 1869 in Porbandar, In-
dia. He became one of the most respected spiritual and political 
leaders of the Twentieth Century. Gandhi helped free the Indian 
people from British rule through nonviolent resistance, and is 
honored by his people as the father of the Indian Nation. The In-

dian people called Gandhi Mahatma , meaning Great Soul . 

ñI claim to be no more than an average man with less than aver-
age abilities. I have not the shadow of a doubt that any man or 
woman can achieve what I have, if he or she would make 
the same effort and cultivate the same hope 
and faith.ò 
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MOTHER AND DAUGHTER  

BANQUET  

At  

Camp Bethel  

May 7th at 6:30pm  

Guest Speaker:  

Judy Mills Reimer  
  

Mark your calendar �³

tickets will be available 

later this month at a cost  of $12/

person.    

Menu:  Chicken Breast in Lemon 

Sauce  

Scalloped Potatoes  

Broccoli  

Mixed Greens Salad  

Apple Cobbler  

 

http://www.lucidcafe.com/library/95oct/mkgandhi.html
http://www.lucidcafe.com/library/95oct/mkgandhi.html
http://www.lucidcafe.com/library/95oct/mkgandhi.html

