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PASTOR MARY'S PONDERINGS

It s Annual Co n f & wikfia approximatety ! Jul
3000 Brethren — can you imagine? — finding their way from congrega-
tions around the world to Pittsburgh
to engage in church business, worship, renewal of friendships, making
new ones, participating in service projects to enhance the city of Pitts-
burgh, discussing issues and learning about denominational programs
through Insight Sessions and Bible Studies, [literally held morning,
noon and night], hearing outstanding preachers and speakers, singing
like only the Brethren can, running a 5K race, enjoying daily programs
for every age group and topping it all off with nightly Ice Cream Socials
— well you can sense the vibrancy and excitement that keeps us coming
back together, this time for the 224" recorded Annual Conferencel!

This year’s theme, selected by M
pl ogle, Youth Pastor of tTaengdsuPher so
Seri oulsdyed on t hlEyoslave mepyowwillobey what
I command" ( John 14:15, NIV)

You' I I hear more about the busine
want to pass along Shawn’s message t
Conference and also the urgency of our work as a denomination in the
larger world. I hope it has meaning for you as well.

“We | i ve I n c hRerhapsswe havenbgen llledbg past
economic stability. Perhaps we are troubled by social issues of the

day. Perhaps we too closely resemble the world around us. Perhaps
we have become distracted by numbers -- or how they are diminish-
ing. Are we spending more time maintaining what is, than participating
in the mission of "what could be"? We live in the most powerful nation
the world has seen since the Roman Empire. Like the Romans, our cul-
ture worships the gods of power-that-defeats, power-of-consumption,
and the power-of-self. Our entertainment has grown more violent, our
perceived need for stuff more prevalent, and our belief in individual
rights lifted above all else. And yet, as a culture, individuals /‘6’{)0/’[‘

”

~~Isaiah 52:7

salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger
who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces




feeling more and more isolated from other human beings. This
description does not sound like a world seen through the eyes of
a loving Creator, and the dreams dreamed for this creation.

The Church of the Brethren is made for such a time as
this.

Among the most central ways the Brethren have lived out
their spiritual inheritance -- taking Jesus seriously -- is through
honest reading of the Gospels, followed by straight forward disci-
pleship. We have lifted up the ideal of non-violence in our inter-
actions with others and the world. We have sought a way of liv-
ing that respects the creation we have been given to tend, and all
who dwell in it. We have believed in the strength of a faith jour-
ney pursued together, even as we each develop a deep relation-
ship with our Creator through knowing Jesus. Even when divided
-- by theology, practice, geography, generational perspective and
more -- the core value of the Church of the Brethren has been our
passionate pursuit of Jesus, to put into everyday practice our un-
derstandings of the life, teachings, interactions, death and resur-
rection of Jesus of Nazareth. This "taking Jesus seriously" is evi-
dent from the first gatherings around the Eder River, [in Germany
where the Brethren began] and runs true through our history,
even during the moments of our past which include much broken-
ness; the Brethren have sought the mind of Christ. We have not
always agreed about what that mind might be at any given mo-
ment. But the pursuit -- taking Jesus seriously -- has been genu-
ine. Regardless of what may divide us, that pursuit is what we
have i n common for the

You can follow the proceedings of Annual Conference by
logging onto cobnews@brethren.org. Please remember the dele-

gates as we deliberate, leaders and par-
ticipants for significant times together,
and safe travels all around. May we all
find new ways to 1|
seriously.” Stay t

Pastor Mary

journey.

”

A True Shepherd

Al am the good shepherd,
am known of mine 0.

John 10:14

When the church implemented the Shepherd program, |
have to admit that, although I thought it was a nice idea, | was not
sure what to expect. To be
pect more than an occasional update on what was happening at the
church or possibly a card at the holidays. | am happy to say that my
cynicism was unwarranted and that the Shepherd program far ex-
ceeded my expectations, due entirely to the incredible efforts of
Gerry Minter.

Gerry not only sends a card on the holidays, she emails us regularly
to just check in and see how things are going, offering the latest up-
dates from her life and inquiring about ours. She shares jokes and
inspirational stories and sendse-c ar d s
youo. Over the past year,
new house and Gerry viewed slide shows of our work and offered up
enthusiastic compliments and encouragement. When times were
hectic, or things seemed overwhelming, it was always uplifting to see
a new message from Gerry in our inbox.

Without a good dose of heart and real effort, the Shepherd program
could seem rehearsed or insincere. Daleville Church of the Brethren
should be proud to have individuals like Gerry who truly understand
that a church is more than a house of worship i it is a family. We
are truly blessed to not only have Gerry as our Shepherd, but as our
friend.

Gerry i thank you for making us feel a part of the church, even

though wedére 500 miles away. We
see you and everyone else in Daleville.
Sincerely,

9

Jason & Christine Lawrence

just to say
we bdve

honest,


mailto:cobnews@brethren.org

THANK YOU FROM SHILOH PEACE POSTER CONTEST

In Observance of the
International Day of Prayer for Peace

0 We have sai d t hat ( Calling on Children and Youth

Shiloh. Through the love, the prayers and For children from 5 to 18 to create their own
Image/message of peace on a poster.

the generosity of His children, we are see-

ing this restoration. Imagine what our wqud_would be like
if we could all live in peace.

Thank you so much for your love gift y _ -
Participants need to present their own original art on a poster board

to our rebuilding. May God richly bless 180x240 in size, any color. The con:
; ent artists who are not teaching at present in the school system.
you. 6

There will be prizes for 1st ($50), 2nd ($25) and 3rd ($10) winners in
Sharlene Mills, Clerk each of the following categories:
I. Ages 5-9 1. 10-14 lll. Ages 15-18

Registration is free!

To register, send your name, age, and address to the
; ; Daleville Church of the Brethren

Helen Steiner Rice PO Box 85

Daleville, VA 24083

May the love of God surround you, Or email at dalevillecob@ntelos.net

May His peace be all around you, POSTERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY SEPTEMBER 10, 2010
And d be blest AND WILL BE DISPLAYED AT THAT LOCATION ON THE
nd may your aay be bies International Day of Prayer for Peace

Sunday, September 19, 2010

(@]

With everything that

Prizes will be announced at that time.

Psalms 26:8 ﬂ

O Lord, I love the habitation of thy house,

And the place where thy glory dwells.
8 3




JULY SCRIPTURES

July4  Jim Driver, preaching; Casey Meyer leading worship.
July 11
Amos 7:7-17; Luke 10:25-37
00On Seeing and Respondingo
July 18
Mark 8:22-25; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 4:40-41; Luke 13:10-13
Acts 8:14-25; I Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 1:3-7
0The Blessings Of Our Handso
July25
Psalm 85; Luke 11:1-13
oPray Like Thisébéo
Thank You
oThanks for the wonder f U
Provided our family after N
We al so appreciated ever

Visits, and prayers.
Love,

Pam, Patty, and David

| me
Mo mod s

yone

} L SUNDAY _ |
Combined Sunday School
Our adult classes will combine beginning
July 11th to begin our
versial natureo.

The denomination has asked all churches to
begin this study after Annual Conference for
more thoughtful discussion and dialogue than the
discussion on the conference floor would likely
allow.

There are 8 sessions planned that Pastor
Mary will conduct. These classes will allow for
scriptural reflection, prayer, and sharing of the
experiences of others.

As Pastor Mary noted in the June newsletter,
the Biblical passages for each session are intended
to challenge our thinking, reflect concerns raised
in the statement and query, explore how Chris-
tians of passionate faith and deep commitment to
Godds Word can
we seek the mind of Christ for our life together.

Please join us beginning July 11th at 9:30am

for this interesting and, hopefully, enlightening
study. We will meet in the former Yoga Room

near the Nursery. ,

percei ve

St

C



THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

What really threatens Americans ?
In 2001 the number of Americans killed in
acts of international terrorism was 2,689.

But in the same year in the United States

3,500 died of i MALNUTRITION - and a further :
700,000 people died of heart disease
62,000 died of pneumonia
42,000 died in traffic accidents
30,000 died in firearms related events
30,000 committed suicide
20,000 were murdered
14,000 died from AIDS

o
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RESCUE MI SSI ON
WISH LIST FOR JULY

|}

= Book Bags
1 K . School Supplies

Upcoming Events

Women&s Ni ghhursd@ululy 1st. We will meet at 6:30pm at
Carabbas at Valley View Mall.

Annual Conference... begins in Pittsburgh on Saturday, July 3rd and
concludes on Wednesday, July 7th.

Congregational Business Meeting... will be held at Noon on Sunday, July
11th. We will make decisions on carpet for the church and parsonage.

Church Board Meeting... Monday, July 12th, at 6:30pm in the Meeting
Room.

Movi e at t heWegwlrmeeat at 6:30pm on Thursday, July 15th
at Clyde and Karends. We wi | | be
Best Actor award at the 2004 Israeli Film Academy. Inspiring, heart-
warming and uplifting, Ushpizin is a critically acclaimed film that regard-
less of faith or religion, everybody can enjoy.

Silent Peace Vigil... in front of the Market Building in downtown Roa-
noke on Saturday, July 17th from Noon -1pm.

Church Growth Institute... will meet at Daleville on Saturday, July 31st.
Lunch will be served by Daleville.

Planning Ahead

Outdoor Nativity Scene...  We will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Mon-
day, August 2nd, at 9am to re -paint our outdoor nativity scene. You do
not have to be an artist to participate i we want anyone who can paint
within the lines!! See you there.

Bless My Sole... at the Roanoke Rescue Mission. We will offer our
hands and hearts once again on Thursday, September 16th at 5pm. Vol-
unteers needed. Please see anyone on the Withess Commission for de-
tails or to let them know you can help this year.

International Day of Prayer for Peace... observance will be held on
Sunday, September 19th. Lots of activities are being planned and will be
relayed to you in a future newsletter. Please check out the information
about our Peace Poster Contest in this edition. Spread the word with all
the children you know. Flyers are available in the church office.

Vi ewin



