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“’Behold, what manner of love the Father

hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the Sons of God...
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PASTOR MARY'S PONDERI NGS

Every once in a while we have an opportunity to participate in
a denomination -wide event that furthers the work of the church at
large, gleans thoughts and opinions from churches in every district
on an important issue, AND strengthens the local congregation in the
process! Such an opportunity is before
Church Board agreed that our congregation will participate as invited
and requested.

One of the most important and potentially divisive issues for
our denomination i as for many other denominations T is that of ho-
mosexuality. A query and a statement related to homosexuality
came to Annual Conference in 2009. The Conference identified these
items as matters of such controversial nature that they referred them
to a special response process which would be developed and then be
sent out to congregations for more thoughtful discussion and dia-
logue than discussion on the Conference floor would likely allow.
The committee has completed its work, and pastors have been given
the outline for the eight sessions, which are to begin after Annual
Conference 2010, and completed by early fall, so that reports from
the various districts can be brought to the 2011 Annual Conference
as business. | am very impressed with the low -key tone of the
planned sessions, which allows for scriptural reflection, prayer, shar-
ing as participants desire, considering questions, with guidelines for
sharing i not to convince or expound, but to talk of our own experi-
ences and hear the experiences of others as they wish to share. The
Bi bl ical passages for each session are |
thinking, reflect concerns raised in the statement and query, explore
how Christians of passionate faith and
Word can perceive different prioritiesé.
Chri st for our [/hbdddcten tothargeesi/ h e Drs. Rich Gard-
ner and Dan Ulrich, of Bethany Theological Seminary, assisted the
committee in preparing the historical and literary context for the Bib-
lical passages in the study, which are around building community,
understanding the life and teachings of Jesus as well as ways to deal
with controversial issues in the church. Only two sessions of the
eight focus on homosexuality.



We will begin our process on Sunday, July 11, at 9:30 am. What Makes a Dad?

Every member and frequent attender is STRONGLY urged to at-
tend. The two adult Sunday School classes will suspend their
individual classes so we can experience this process as a whole
congregation. IF you have never, or rarely attended Sunday
School, please make the extra effort needed to join your sisters
and brothers in this special process. It will enhance our church
community and offer insights that we will share with the wider
church from our listening and learnings. No one will be forced
to share and all of us will likely grow in our listening and dis-
cerning skills 1 gifts for ourselves and our congregation for
tough issues we may face in the future.

The dates are these: July 11, 18, 25, Auqust 1, then a
break until September 5, 12, 19 and 26. All will be at 9:30 am
Sunday mornings, with a bit of a break before worship at 11, so
you only have to get dressed once!

God took the strength of a mountain,

The majesty of a tree,

The calm of a quiet sea,

The generous soul of nature,

The comforting arm of night.

The wisdom of the ages,

Background papers will be provided, though you can at-
tend without preparation, if desired. This process is not fo-

The joy of a morning in

cused on teaching as much as listening to each other. IF YOU spring,
HAVE NEVER OR RARELY ATTENDED SUNDAY SCHOOL, PLEASE .
MAKE A SPECIAL EFFORT TO ATTEND AS MANY OF THESE SES- The faith of a mustard seed,
SIONS AS YOU CAN. ltis critical that as many as possible par- . .
ticipate in these sessions. I can gua ThepauenceOfetem'ty’

If you would like to check out the process ahead of time, The depth of a family need,
see me for a copy, orgoto  www.brethren.org/ac . The process
sums up its invitation by stating that Then God combined these qualities.
vate an atmosphere of respect and understanding for whatever
controversial i ssues we face. 0 It wil

we are not of one mind to let the Holy Spirit draw us together When there was nOthmg more to add’

to be of one heart. o Now what congrega

benefit from that? He knew His masterpiece was complete,

Yes, | know it will take some sacrificial reordering of pri- So
orities for many of us; yet, | also know that we will be blessed
personally and as a congregation when we do! He Ca”ed |t DAD

Summer blessings,

Pastor Mary



http://www.brethren.org/ac
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WHAT ARE FATHERS?
Faithful

oLet us hold fast the professio
vering (for he is faithful that ©pr
Always there!

0...for he hath said, I owi |1 ne
thee. 0 Hebrews 13:5
T rustworthy!

0...there hath not failed one w
iseséod 1 Kings 8:56
F*onoﬁng!

ol f any man serve me, |let himf
am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him
will my Father honor.o6 John 12: 26
E/erloving!

0...1 have | oved thee with an e
with | oving kindness have | drawn
Righteous!

0The Lord is righteous in all h
works. o6 Psalm 145: 17
S.lpportive!

oFear thou not; for | am with T

for I am thy God. | will strengthen thee; yea, | will help thee;
yea, | will uphold these with the right hand of my righteous-

ness. 6 | sai ah ‘f‘:lo
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FUND RAISING PROJECTS

Church Yard Sale

Please remember our Church
Yard Sale on Saturday, June 5th from
8am-1pm. We will be setting up the
week before, so if you have time to
help, give Art Law-
rence a call. Please

__)
=5 ,

on Saturday and to
shopii t 6s a fun da
ceeds will go toward worthy pro-
jects as decided in our July Con-
gregational Business Meeting.

LET0S CELEBRATE O

Mark your calendars to attend church on Sunday, June
13th in the Fellowship Hall. We will have our worship
there and will honor all men with a potluck meal with
grilled hamburgers afterwards. Please dress casually
and come help us celebrate by bringing a dish to share.
Hamburgers and drinks will be provided.

Men fi we honor you for your service and dedication to
your families and to the church fiwedr e honored
grilling on this special Sunday!

- The Women of Daleville
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JUNE SCRIPTURES Upcoming Events

Womends Ni ghhursd@ulune 3rd. We will meet at 6:30pm at

AND SERMONS Chianti Restaurant, an Italian restaurant, at 219 Apperson Drive, Salem.

Yard Sale... in Church Fellowship Hall on Saturday, June 5th from 8am -
1pm. See you there!

June 6 6 Luke 15
OAre You An Elder Brother 2?6 The Northern Women's Fellowship... is sponsoring a "Woman's Day
Out", June 12, 2010 at Camp Bethel. Dava Hensley, Pastor of Roanoke
June 13 8 Informal worship in the Fellowship Hall First Church of the Brethren will lead a discussion on stress manage-
Psalm 5:1-8; Luke 7;36-8:3 ment from 10:30am to 12:30pm in the Deerfield Center. A free lunch will

ol t6s Not Whadl t¥oosu Whoaatk Yotu See! ¢ gow, buta love offering will be received for Camp Bethel. Registration

should be called in to Phyllis Hicks -Meier at (540) 362 -0348 by June 7,

200Fat her 6s Da
June y 2010. Everyone is invited

Psalm 42:1-6a; Psalm 43; Luke 9:51-62
OA Demanding Saviord Worship and Potluck in Fellowship Hall... on Sunday, June 13th to
honor and celebrate Dads and Sons. The women will grill hamburgers A

June 27 8 bring a dish to share.
I Kings 17:8-16; Luke 7:11 -17
o0Doing Something About Deatho Executive Committee Meeting...  Monday, June 14th, at 6:30pm in the

Meeting Room.

Movi e at t heWe&wlrnmeeat at 6:30pm on Thursday, June
17th at Clyde and Karend6s to view 0Stole

Senior Party in June Silent Peace Vigil... in front of the Market Building in downtown Roa-
GP A noke on Saturday, June 19th from Noon -1pm.
> Q’, The next community Senior party of

. o , Planning Ahead
0The Seasoned Spiritso

for Wednesday, June 16th, from 1-

Congregational Business Meeting... will be right after Worship on Sun-
day, July 11th.

T~

Ly 3pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please _
o . . The World Hunger Golf Tournament... will be held on July 10 at the
%@%—I_l_’_ Invite your nelghbors and friends Mariner's Landing course. Golfers can use the registration form found
Z —— and plan to attend for a fun time. on the website < www.worldhungerauction.org >. One way this event raises
f&{ w There will be door prizes and re- money is to have persons sponsor a golf hole for a contribution of

$100. Signs are placed at the tee acknowledging the sponsor.  Our plan
this year is to provide opportunities for persons to sponsor a hole in
memory or honor of a loved one. For those who live outside the area and
cannot attend the auction, a sponsorship is a great way to be a part of

the Hunger Auction by honoring one who has played a significant role in

4 their life.  Please contact Lynn Myers for additional information or to -
make a contribution at (540) 483 -2534, <sandylyn@b2xonline.com>, or
130 Hickman Road, Rocky Mount, VA. 24151

freshments will be served!



http://www.worldhungerauction.org
mailto:sandylyn@b2xonline.com

Admiral Mike Mullen
Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff

Admiral Mullen was sworn in as the 17th Chairman of
the Join Chiefs of Staff on October 1, 2007. He serves as
the principal military advisor to the president, the Secre-
tary of Defense, the National Security Council and the
Homeland Security Council.

A native of Los Angeles, he graduated from the U.S. Na-
val Academy in 1968.

He commanded three ships: the gasoline tanker USS
Noxubee, the guided missile destroyer USS Goldsborough, and the guided
missile cruiser USS Yorktown.

As a flag officer, Mullen commanded Cruiser-Destroyer Group 2, the George
Washington Battle Group and the U.S. 2nd Fleet/NATO Striking Fleet At-
lantic.

Ashore he has served in leadership positions at the Naval Academy, in the
Navybés Bureau of Personnel, in the Off
the Navy Staff. He was the 32nd Vice Chief of Naval Operations from Au-

gust 2003 to October 2004. His last operational assignment was as com-

mander, NATO Joint Force Command Naples/Commander, U.S. Naval

Forces Europe. Mullen is a graduate of the Advanced Management Program

at the Harvard Business School and earned a Master of Science degree in
Operations Research from the Naval Postgraduate School.

In addition to these accomplishments, on July 15, 2008, Chairman Mullen
inaugurated an eight room school for girls in the village of Pushkar in the
heart of Afghanistan. Here is his quote:

OHi storically, we have been far too al
out and serve with humilityé
The Muslim community is a farbd | dco mwdtrl.
ways attempt to i understand. Only through a shared appreciation of the
peopleds culture, needs, and hopes for

supplant the extremist narrative. We cannot capture hearts and minds.
We must enégage them: we must listen to them, one heart and one mind at
atmefioverti me. 6

Thank you everyone for the cards
| received and keeping me in

mind during exam time. They

were very uplifting and a great
surprise during the long week of
studying. Thank you also for the
gifts that came with the cards Nl

really

appreciate it!

Love,

Emily Pielocik



